Hey folks, back with Video Number 5. Today, as it's Tuesday, I'm going to show you what I do with the weekly comic from Jen Sorensen.

This one's technically somewhat complicated and requires skill with image editing and WordPress. I'll take you along step by step.

Note: I am not 100% certain what Eric would like to do with the comics after I'm gone, so this video may or may not be of substantive use.

First - Jen usually emails these and includes me. I'll ask her to email someone else before I leave. You can also pick up her comics at several sites, including the Daily Kos. Ask me if you want those details.

Getting her comic up used to be a time-sensitive process, but isn't any more.

OK, step 1 is to go to her email. We need the Web Version. As you'll see, I just saved the 700 px version to my downloads.

Now, I want to save this as a JPG file (it's currently a PNG - something we want to avoid, as these files tend to be larger in memory size without necessarily adding anything to the quality).

I need two images for this.

Image one is the full 700px squared (roughly) image.

Image two is the preview for Facebook, which needs to be at a ratio of 100:52 width to height.

To get image one (conversion to JPG) you need a photo editor. This can be Photoshop if you have it. For us plebs what can't afford it, there's the free paint.net program (not MS Paint, which we'll use later, ha ha hee hee)

OK we have our initial JPG. Now I will copy and paste for the FB version. And open that in MS Paint.

Remember, the trick is to get a good preview image in the dimensions mentioned. With this comic, that's tricky. Usually, I just get the first two panels (of four) in a 700x364 image.

Anyway. To Paint!

Now remember, we need a preview image that works. What I'm concerned about here is that the pile of justices looks noticeably smaller without the bottom part.

So I'm going to play around a little with this one. Watch...

OK - the dimensions are not quite right, so it's back to paint.net to fix them. That's pretty neat; a height of 416 px is exactly proportional in the ratio we want to a width of 800 px. I think it's an omen :)

That image is now fully Facebook-compatible.

OK. Stage two of the proceedings: the PW post. I am going to enter the most recent comic and then duplicate the post, because, yes, we can do that.

Note in advance: in WordPress I always edit in text mode, which gives me control over the post far more than if I was editing in visual. I realise this is not everyone's cup of tea.

Anyway. The first thing we need is the new title. Sometimes Jen writes this on the comic itself; this time she hasn't, so I'm going with the image file title, Court Packing.

Next we upload the image. Caption is always “By Jen Sorensen.”

Make sure the picture is centred.

What all this code gobbledegook means is the following:

You have the image at the top of the page

Followed by a horizontal line

Followed by the Story of I Am promo: header, video and text

That can all stay as is for now. When we switch to the annual, this will need to be updated. Good thing about duplicating posts: you only need to change that part once in a while.

Now for the Facebook preview.

Author is changed to Planet Waves, btw

The Facebook preview part contains last week's details. We need to change that. I usually supply the description line: very brief for the purposes of the preview; a little expanded - not more than a line or two - for the post text.

We have all we need. Let's publish this baby.

OK - thank you for remaining with me through this mammoth process, hah. The third and final step: publishing to Facebook.

You do this on the Planet Waves Inc. page and then share (including the original post) to the Vision Quest group. Bear with me as I log in...

OK. For the purposes of this post, I won't change the text.

Things to bear in mind - or thing - it is highly unlikely the preview will show up properly the first time. So you have to do it twice, usually.

We need the description line and the page link.

...oh wow! it worked the first time.

OK and that's it folks. Thank you for watching.
